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agency, so unwieldy did its code revision and enforcement
grow, that New Dealers might well have heaved a sigh of
relief when on May 27, 1935—even as Congress was debat-
ing an extension of its original two-year lease of life—the
Supreme Court invalidated it and, in the caustic words of the
president, relegated the nation "to the horse-and-buggy defi-
nition of interstate commerce/' The government, contending
that local poultry markets ramified into interstate commerce,
had prosecuted a Brooklyn wholesale poultry firm for selling
an ''unfit chicken*' in defiance of the live-poultry code. Rul-
ing that Congress had exceeded its authority in empowering
the president to set up codes over enterprises only "indi-
rectly" involved in interstate commerce, the Court stingingly
rebuked a "completely centralized government" for its
alleged meddling in local affairs*
Big Business, having found the yoke of regulation it once
helped to fit about its neck increasingly galling, hailed the
decision with glee. Wags observed that the nine justices had
converted the Blue Eagle into an unfit chicken. Its demise
was almost instantaneous, with the dismissal of more than
four hundred similar cases by which the government had
hoped to stem violation of the codes. As an agency for
voluntary agreements the NRA lingered almost a year longer,
a ghost of its former self.
That the NRA had helped along the summer boomlet of
1933, improved working conditions and the position of
labor nobody could well deny. But, as concluded by a Brook-
ings Institute report, in the longer uphill pull toward pros-
perity, increased manufacturing costs and prices attributable
to the NRA slowed rather than speeded the effort. In other
words, the NRA despite its name largely failed as a recov-
ery measure, but succeeded as one of reform. This lesson was
not lost upon the president and his advisers, who from 1935
onward bent their energies in the latter direction.
In retrospect it appeared also that the NRA tried to do too
much too quickly and that the practice frequently violated

